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Dear Sir: 

In an attempt to fully comply with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56 and in 
conformance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, applicants wish to bnng to the attention of the U.S. 
Patent Office the following references that were discovered during the prosecution of a co-pending 
European patent application: 

Patent Abstracts of Japan No. 5-234512 

U.S. Patent No. 3,944,868 
Copies of these references and a form PTO A820 are attached. 
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The undersigned hereby certifies that this reference was first cited in a communication fi-om 
the Japanese Patent Office in a counterpart European patent appHcation not more than tliree months 
prior to the fihng of the information disclosure statement. 

If the Examiner befieves that a telephone conference would help further the prosecution of 
Ibis case, he is respectfully requested to contact the undersigned attorney at the listed telephone 
number. 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being Very truly yours, 

deposited with the U.S. Postal Service as t~irst class 

mail m an envelope addressed to; Assistant SNELL & WILMER LLP 

Commissioner for Patent, Washington, DC 20231, on 

January 2, 2003, by Marc Fregoso y \ 




Hate of Signature: January 2, 2003 



Irvine, CA 92614 
949/253-4920 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOC l MENTS 







DCK IMENT M fVlBER 
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CLASS 
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5-234512 
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Japan 



















































































OTHER DOf I MENTS (Inclttdmg Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



FXA MINER 



DATE ( ONSIDERED 



EXAMIN ER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP Section 609; Draw line throu(;h citation if not in conforinance and 
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



Form PTO-A820 
{also form PTO-1449) 
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